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MELBURY OSMOND 

Melbury 0Rmond - �ne church, one chapel, one school, one 
pub and one shop - is, I think, one of the few really unspoiled 
villages in Dorset, mainly due perhaps to its geographical position. 
Our village lios off the main Yeovil - Dor�hester Road but there is, 
luckily for us, no "through" access to any ether village, You cannot 
drive through Melbury beciian:: you �1ould enr. up in the l:)ri va U! 
grounds and deer park of Melt,ury 1!01.we. Vif. n:cr� f.-ire, ,n 011� j,)',' j i. 
must be admitted, do not get a procession of cars even in the 
summer. Indeed if we see a strange car in the·village we openly 
wonder to whom it belongs. 

The village has literally remained almost the same during the 
last fe� nundred years, th� la)Ollt of t�e cott�ges rereain�ng 
virtually unchanged, strung between the watersplash and the church 
and from the church to the main road. Village family names �re the 
sa�e as years ago and family roots are deep. Nevertheless all 
newcomers who come and live in Melbury Osmond get such a wonderfully 
friendly welcome that, realising their good fortune, they stay put. 
Though there is only one bus to Yeovil, the nearest town, three 
times a week, and it might seem to a casual onlooker that we "don't 
go far'', during 1965 residents of Melbury have visited Scotland, 
Eire, Wales, the Channel Isles, France, Spain, Gibraltar, Malta, 
Holland, Denmark, Sweden, Germany and even as far afield as Canada 
and Kenya. 

Our population is only 250 but omong this tiny community we 
number, as well as farmers and skilled estate workers, a retired 
surgeon, colonel and wing-comrrander, a builder, a press photographer, 
a haulage contractor, a garage owner, two nurses and six qualified 
teachers. Also the only professional falconer in England, a T.V. 
personality. Without doubt a good mixed batch with no lack of colour 
and talent, as their hobbies prove - everything from salmon and trout 
fishing to professional standards in pottery, wood-carving, wine­

making and painting. 

LotB of the cottages are thatched, gjving a special charm and 
character to Melbury. Indeed the whole village is pleasing to the eye, 
but it io "special" because of its people. Everyone has time for 
everyone else, time to stop and chat for a few minutes, time to find 
out if anyone needs help or sympathy or just a lift to town. A death 
in the village is everyone's sorrow, a birth or rr.arriage everyone's 
joy. Our small population is �ore like a large family. Ours is a 
picturesque village, but above all a happy village to live in. I am 
glad I was lucky enough to find it. 

E.M.W.



very modern machinery and he and his family work long and hard 

hours. However, Hr. Portch has his leisure time like everyone 

else and pursues his three main hobbies with great interest. 

Photography rates very high in his activities and as well 

as ordinary black and white snaps, he has taken some excellent 

cine filMs in colour, also coloured slides. During this year, 

Mr. Portch has shown some of his films and slides at functions 

in the village hall. 

Wine making is another of his hobbies. He does this in 

the proper scientific manner with the correct bottles, jars and 

distilling equipment. What Mr. Partch cannot quite fathom is 

why the wine �ade by a lady living opposite, made in the most 

unscientific manner possible, always seems to taste just that 

little bit better than his! 

Never having had a music lesson in his life, Mr. Portch 

seems to make his small electric organ come to life. He will 

sit by the hour playing anything from classical music to the 

latest pop hit. He plays completely by ear, listening to a 

record and then sitting down at the organ and picking out the 

notes with remarkable speed and accuracy. 
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In August, after application to the Court, Wing-Cdr. McGregor was

granted permission to open an Off-Licence in conjunction with his 8hop.

The only shop in the village, it is also a Post Office. The variety of 

articl es that can be bought is absolutely enormous and if anything needed

is not in stock, the Wing-Cdr. is only too happy to do his utmost to 

get it. 

During the summer trading stamps were issued but after three months

it was found that these were not an economical proposition, but in order

to help customers, stamps were issued until those who had been saving 

them filled their books.

The shop opens at 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. and from 2 p.m.· until 5.30 p.m.

every day, closing Saturday afternoons. Groceries are delivered by car 

each Thursday evenin� afte� the ?�op has closed, a service which is much

appreciated by customers.

Wing-Cdr. and Mrs McGregor are always extremely help f� l, with a

smile and a pleasant word for tveryone.

JUDY MCGRtGOR, daughter of Wing-Cdr.

and Mrs. McGregor, is a Lone Guide.

She is a keen horse rider and a

champion swimmer.



Terry Partch, the only son of Mr. & Mrs. E. Partch who farm 

at Drive End Farm, has this year been elected the Chairman of the 

Hermitage and Hilfield Young Farmers Association. 

Terry doe� the village milk round, and is extremely popular 

with all hie customers. 

Mr. W. PaullF.y works for LIie '.3tran6ways Est.ates LLd. - lii.s 

bricklayinc, plastrri11g etc. is ( as !fr. Peach's c:,rpentry), a 

f8aluro of' rna11y of our homes. ll.i s skill Lurns cruml,ling walls 

and fL .. gsLune C.Lo,;rs tu bNH1ti1'1llJy smooth surf'c:tct•S - i.n Cact 

l,ir. PaulJ.C'y 111:...kE-·S a vP.r,y l_;vvd job of everyt.11i11t:; to wl1ich !tu Lurns 

l1is hand. 

Mr. Paullcy is reLlri ng a t  tl,e end of Ll1is year, aftf!I' 50 

years - a vf·r_y h1nc record of fal tl1ful scirv ice to one Co111pa11y. 

l,r. Paull cy' s garden has L o  bt:; seen tu be bellt!vtd - noL u 

Nt'0d in sigliL. lie is ],;oki_ng forNard to his retirnllif:nt when lie 

can s_pend E·vr:n rnore Limo in l1is c;arcl en - Mr. Paulley a L,iays put� 

up a good display at tho AnnuGl �'lower Show one wondPrs what 

talents he will. display when he really gets dovm t o  the jol.,. 

M1·. t Mrs. Peach li.ve e1L ,JalnuL 'L'r<!e CoLlu,•;('. ,\L 011c: Lime, 

wllat is 1101·1 tile r.l.11mp of' a Lr·,·c, wa:: u very lu1·be wa]nut Lr·EH, wl1icl1 

stood i.n front. ul' l.rs. P,•ucli's IH111s1'. lhiring a storm L11ls fell down -

fortunuLely in the opl'osile direcLiun Lu the coLtuee, it would lic!.ve 

ca11sed a r,reat deal of Jamage had it fallen Lile oL!ier way . 

Mr. Peach is a C· rpen ter, ;.ind works for tl1e Strangways EsLaL ... s Ltd. 

Mr. Prucli is one of' Lile vC'ry few re111uininc; rPal craftsm<·n or our time. 

lie dons a 
0
rec:tt dri.tl of 1·1ork i'i.1r 11oa11.Y p11ople in Melbury - 111ak1ne 

bookshclv0.s, units etc. Lo £'it i.nLo uwkwaru nuoks and corne1·s, both 

great featurcss in most of ,1ur ltuu:3PS. 

/\.n_yLhing rnaa,� h_y Mr. Peach is a work of art and 't:1r·re Lo sLand 

forc,ver'. His ski Ll e11 work111anship muk0:; anyt11.i.11f� f' it rmywli<irr· - :ma 

it lr>oks so sLurdy L11at one c .... n i111i.tcL11P i.t sL ill sL,J1cli.nc, lonG af'Ler 

Ll1e 111,uses h«V• 1,u11c'. 
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'l'RANSFOl<T AND ITS PROBL�MS 

Our 'I.ms sc,r·vice defini.tP]y leuvf:G 11111cli to oe rlesir�cl. The 

firs(; one of' the :veek is on a ,v'Prl110sday, this ]e>;;vc:s l,,elbury at 

10 o'clock a,i.l �ues i11Lo Y(�ovi1, se:v(:11 miles u.vwy. 'l'lie 1·tiLurn 

jo11rney must. be made al luncl1 time for if one insisLs on Lravelling 

l>y 'bus, (;he vrni L wi 11 he u long 011c - tl,e nexL 'bus does not go 

into Yeovil u11Lil l".ridcty. t,guin lL l•'avt·s uL 10 o'cl,1ck but this 

ti.me does not retur11 u11Lil 2 o'clock 111 Lhe at'L, rnoon. Tllis is 

r,:..L:1t·r i1,co11ven.i.enL - one el LliE-r ha.�, Lo buy lunc:li .in Yeovil or 

wall I.ill tlif.:, 'bus at'l'hC':3 huck uL 10:cll>ury, wl,icl1 is so1!1etlilng l1ke 

2.15 p.111. - ?.30 p.111. 

'l'he: 11exL 'bus is on ,;uLuniuy. ,\g:.d11, i(; goE:s into Yeovil at 

10 o'clock buL Lliun, is one 1TLun1L,1t aL 12.45 p.111. '1'1,ere i.s one 

buck lnL, Yeovi.l again at 2 o'clock c.1nd one back Lo hl,lbur.y at 

5 o'clock. The last 'bus to reLurn from Yeovil is 9 o'clock on 

'.,,,turday evc,ni.1,i:;s. As f'ar as Llw yn1111b peoplr- of' Lhe village are 

concernPJ, tills mak8s dancint; :rnd Llie c i11ema v8ry deflniLely OUT! 

Conseriuently, 1110:;t or Ll1f� your,t;:,Lc,r-s liave Lheir ovm transport in 

LIJt� f\>nu or l,loton:yc]rs, :.;coot.crs uml Curs. 

'l'l,e bi�r,1··:, L prollle111 of' all i:.; - I low Lo get to u.rn] from work. 

Mo::; t: ha VE! Lo n-,ly on the ge11C::ru:.;j ty oJ' o Lhers Lo give Lhe111 1 ifts. 

,"lguin, Lhi.s pre�cnL:; anuLlic,r 1,rub.Lc,111 - evcryonf: does not sl.arL and 

finirih at UI(-: sumfi Li111t!. II0�1r·vr-:r, l;y much shufflill� of people and 

<:u1'S, Llie d _j_ f'f'i cul ties ar�, 11c:1 r·ly alw&.y:_; overcornf!. Occas i.on:.,.lfy someone 

111ay be � l.rar,ded i.n Yeovil on a 'l'hu1·sday lunch Li111t' ( tl1e local half-day 

clo:.;i11g bei.ug a 'l'l,ursda_v). Tl,is 111t,u.ns · itlirr a l,)ng wait 11ntil_ Lhe 

evl'Illll[;, a Lt· i11 jourrwy to :1 11ear'L,y �;LhLion ,HlLl then u Lwo or three 

11,ile w:d.k, or a pleading Lel('pl1or1e call to [•'i.:.Lltc-:r to - "Plce.se come 

aJld gr:t n,e � ! 
11 
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