St Osmund’s Church Update

 July 2026

The PCC continues to work towards reordering St Osmund’s Church to provide long term maintenance, updating facilities and preserving the essence of our village church for future generations. Our plans include improving drainage of surface water, installing modern lighting and heating, provision of a WC, safe access to the ringing chamber, a modern vestry, improved storage and redecoration of the church.

We have been seeking expert advice on all aspects of the reordering and have also been visited by experts from both the Salisbury Diocesan Advisory Committee (DAC) and Historic England over the past two years.

Dorset Council have now granted planning permission for the small extension on the north aspect of the church. We are now preparing Faculty applications to the DAC for strengthening a cracked window lintel in the tower and most of the planned works including the extension, lighting, heating and a WC. 

The previously approved works to improve the surface water drainage around the church were completed in June 2026.

The PCC plans to brief the open section of the regular Melbury Osmond Parish Council Meetings in the Village Hall. These briefings aim to cover all elements of the work that is being proposed and highlight the many ways in which the PCC are trying to keep the village informed of these proposed developments by open meetings, posters and plans on permanent display in the church, Chimes articles and the village website. 
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