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St Osmund’s Church has had a steady year with two regular monthly services, two weddings and several funerals, memorial services and interments. The congregation of regular attendees is similarly steady at about 15, rising to 50 attendees for Easter, Christmas and Carol services. 
There are currently 28 names on St Osmund’s electoral roll. 
Barbara Waine and her team of ladies continue to provide professional level flower arrangements; despite having stepped down from the PCC, James Evans continues to oversee the maintenance of the church and Vicky Wells employs her masterly organisation of rotas to keep the services running to schedule and time. Annette Caesley is our organist, providing accomplished music for all our services. Barbara Harris kindly independently scrutinises the church accounts and David Woolacott keeps the churchyard looking well cared for. The PCC is most grateful for all their support in keeping our church an important part of village life.
After many years of dedicated support and service, including running The Friends of St Osmund’s, Helen Preston has resigned from the PCC although she continues to oversee matters in the churchyard. It is appropriate to give a vote of thanks to Helen for her many contributions to our church. The PCC has been bolstered by the election of Peter Walters at our recent APCM, and we would welcome other interested members of the Parish as members.
The PCC have embarked on a programme of updating and maintaining St Osmund’s Church to allow it to continue to serve the Parish now and for future generations. A new shed has been installed to help churchyard maintenance, with plans to take down the disintegrating old shed from its position alongside the Grade 1 listed church. The Diocese has approved drainage works around the church to help control damp within the building; this work being planned for June 2026. Planning permission has been granted by Dorset Council to build a small extension on the north side of the church, replacing the assembly of cellar roof, steps and oil tank currently in place. Plans will be submitted to the Diocese to reinforce cracked stonework in the tower and to provide a WC, safe stairs to the ringing chamber together with a new vestry and storage area. If these plans are approved, it is hoped that tower works will occur in autumn 2026 and other building works in summer 2027.
We will continue to update villagers of progress with this reordering with Parish Council presentations, Chimes and website articles and display of all plans within the church.
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