Melbury Osmond Parish Council



Minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday, 13 January 2026, 7.30pm at Melbury Osmond Village Hall


13.01.01 Present – Cllrs Paley, Ward, Smith and Coverdale, Dorset Cllr Kippax and 2 members of the public.

13.01.02 Minutes of the meeting held on 11 November 2025 were approved

13.01.03 Open meeting

It was noted that several drains are blocked on the high street and require clearing.   Concerns regarding the planning application for the church and how this may become divisive for the village were raised.  The parishioner suggested and hoped more effort could be made to engage and make people aware of the plans and give them a voice and opportunity for discussion.
It was raised that washout from the gravel drive leading up to the parking by xxx cottages has covered the road to the Estate and is making walking for some of our residents difficult.  Could this be relocated and the path and road made easier for pedestrians.  
Cllr Kippax advised DC budget statement for 26/27 is just out. £482m will be spent on running services, of which 60% is allocated to support elderly and vulnerable residents. Council tax will rise by 4.9% (a Government requirement). A priority on strengthening the local economy with targeted business support and infrastructure improvements was cited.   

13.01.04 Matters to be discussed

Standing items:
· Footpaths update  - The Meads footpath was cleared by residents. MOPC noted our thanks. 
· Highways update - More potholes are developing and need to be reported – MS/RP to action.
· Play area update - PC to chase invoice from Dave Woolacott, RW to action payment.

13.01.05 Finance update
· Current financial statement – the current finances are  xxx. RP reminded councillors a bench and picnic table remain to be purchased.  RW notified the council of an electricity bill for £1108 for the Reading Room. As previously noted the greatest part of this is standing charges, electricity usage is negligible. There was further 


discussion about relinquishing the Reading room which seems inevitable and may be facilitated by future changes to storage in the village hall. This will be discussed and motioned at another meeting. The current payment was agreed by all.   
· Motion to approve the proposed budget for financial year 2026/27 – No change to the precept request. Budget proposed by RP, seconded MS, agreed by all. 

13.01.06 Planning applications
P-FUL-2025-07158 St Osmunds (retrospective) – the position of MOPC outlined in our response in the online portal was reiterated.  We remain concerned, as 

was highlighted by a parishioner in the open meeting above, that this is a divisive matter in the village and strongly encourage the applicants to redouble engagement with the community at this stage as plans solidify.  

It was noted the planning application for the Sheath of Arrows has been withdrawn by applicant.


13.01.07 Correspondence
RP expressed gratitude to Mr and MRs Senior supporting work on the Welcome pack that has been ongoing recently. 
Several correspondences were received regarding the planning application for the church.
 
13.01.08 AOB
RP noted the council continues to need a clerk and appealed to all to help canvas potential candidates. 

13.01.09 To clarify decisions
MS and RP to address various roads actions (drains, gravel and potholes)
PC and RW to ensure Dave Woolacot is paid.
RP to correspond with PCC.
RP to purchase outside furniture.

13.01.010 Date of next meeting
10th March 2026


Meeting ended 20:40
Finance Officer: Robert Ward – Pimperne Cottage, Melbury Osmond, DT2 0LX, robertaward57@gmail.com
Chairman: Richard Paley, 1 Greenwood, Melbury Osmond, DT2 0ND, spillerpaley@gmail.com
