

Melbury Osmond Parish Council


Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on Tuesday, 10 March 2026,
7.30pm at Melbury Osmond Village Hall

10.03.01 Present: Cllr Paley, Cllr Ward, Cllr Smith, Cllr Coverdale.
                                 Dorset Cllr Chris Kippax, four members of public

10.03.02 The draft minutes were approved for the PC meeting that was held on
                 13th January 2026.

10.03.03 Open meeting
                        
A resident noted the path through the Meads was in need of clearing and asked when the next road sweep was likely to be, noting some buildup of debris.

Mr Caesley updated the PC on progress of planned works to St Osmunds. In brief: A decision on the  the Faculty request (legal permission) to Salisbury Diocesan Advisory Committee (DAC) for intended drainage repair and improvements is pending. Work planned includes removing surface land drain and roof downpipe water to a soakaway in the SE corner of the grounds, via pipes in a trench. Conditions imposed include that the soil remains within the churchyard (not un-consecrated ground) and is spread thinly (no mounds). An archaeologist shall be onsite during the excavations, human remains will be preserved and reinterred.  The drainage work is planned for 2 weeks in May during which the grounds and church will be closed to the public but the footpath will remain open. The S entrance to church grounds will be used for as many materials as possible. 
A request to place Faculty notices on the council/village website was declined. Faculty notices are displayed in the church.  
Future main works in the church include repairs/strengthening to the tower lintel, for which a further Faculty request will need to be submitted.

Councillor Kippax advised the PC that Dorset Council’s budget had increased by 4.9% for the year ahead.  A large part of this will be allocated to adult social care.  He noted the meeting of ward parish council chairs, the next of which will cover planning enforcement including invited relevant DC officers. 

10.03.04 Matters to be discussed
· Footpaths update  - no update but note re Meads above 
· Highways update – several pot holes remain and the task of regularly reporting them carries on.
· Playground – no significant update.

10.03.05 Finance update
· The current finances stand at £5,514.58
· Robert advised the bill for maintaining the website was due at a cost of £330.53. All agree payment to be made as normal.

10.03.06 Planning applications 
                 P/TRC/2026/00864 – Old Rectory – no comments.

10.03.07 Correspondence
                RP noted Jess Ohnstad had contacted him on behalf of the Estate regarding potential planting of trees at the dairy end of the recreation ground. The Estate plan to improve the tree zone there to help screen the dairy and biogas generator from the village, were aware of plans discussed for the Queens memorial, and wondered if they could work together with the pc and support the works. A meeting with Jess and Ben Lancaster is tabled.

10.03.08 AOB
                 none

10.03.09 To clarify decisions
Robert to action website invoice payment

10.03.010 Date of next meeting
                 Tuesday, 12th May at 7.30 pm in the village hall


Meeting ended at 20.30


Financial officer: Robert Ward – Pimperne Cottage, Melbury Osmond, DT2 0LX, robertaward57@gmail.com
Chairman: Richard Paley, 1 Greenwood, Melbury Osmond, DT2 0ND, spillerpaley@gmail.com
